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SUBJ: JUDICIAL ASSISTANCE: SEC REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 
RICHARD GRUNER 

REF: STATE 101827 

1. RICHARD GRUNER WAS BORN IN HAMBURG IN DEC. 1925. WE UNDERSTAND 
HE MAINTAINS GERMAN CITIZENSHIP, BUT IS NORMALLY RESIDENT IN 
SWITZERLAND AND THE BAHAMAS. 

2. GRUNER INHERITED A PRINTING SHOP IN 1947 AND WAS EXTERMELY 
SUCCESSFUL IN THE POST-WAR BOOM YEARS. ALTHOUGH HE EXPANDED 
HIS HOLDINGS THROUGH PARTNERSHIP AND JOINT VENTURE OPERATIONS, 
SUCH AS THAT WITH JAHR, GRUNER REPORTEDLY SPECIALIZED IN THE 
PRINTING AND FINANCIAL SIDE OF HIS PUBLISHING VENTURES AND IS 
NOT KNOWN TO HAVE TAKEN ANY INTEREST IN THE CONTENT OF HIS 
PUBLICATIONS. GRUNER SOLD HIS INTERESTS IN GRUNER UND JAHR IN 
1970. WE ARE NOT AWARE OF ANY ACTIVE GRUNER INVESTMENTS OR 
BUSINESS AFFILIATIONS IN HAMBURG. 

3. WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ON GRUNER'S FOREIGN CONTACTS. HIS 
FINANCIAL SITUATION IS EXTREMELY SOUND. IT IS SAID LOCALLY 
THAT GRUNER WAS SO SUCCESSFUL AS A PRINTER AND PUBLISHER THAT 
HE WAS SOMETIMES HARD PRESSED TO FIND SOUND INVESTMENTS TO 
ABSORB HIS NORMAL INCOME SURPLUS. WHILE THAT REPUTATION MAY BE 
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SOMEWHAT EXAGGERATED, IT IS INDICATIVE OF HIS POSITION EVEN 
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BEFORE HE TURNED HIS LOCAL HOLDINGS INTO CASH. 

4. GRUNER'S GENERAL REPUTATION IS GOOD. HE IS REPORTEDLY 
APOLITICAL AND HARD WORKING AND IS OBVIOUSLY A VERY SUCCESSFUL 
BUSINESSMAN.BROGAN 
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